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from his instantaneous and peaceful success.
Within a few years prince after prince had
disowned the Pope, and established a new
church on Luther's lines in his dominions, and
the example was quickly followed by the
Scandinavian kingdoms. The problem of
government for these new churches was a
grave one. It was hopeless to look to Rome,
which to all appearance was incorrigible. A
generation was to pass before any serious
attempt should be made at reform in that
quarter. The only other resource was the
princes, and Germany was already familiar
with reasoning which gave supreme authority
to the prince. To the princes, then, Luther
appealed, and they were not loth to listen.
As the highest authority, they were entitled
to annex the domains of bishops and abbots,
and they justified their claim by establishing,
after Luther's plan, an orderly system of paro-
chial preachers, over whom they set " super-
intendents," sometimes called " bishops,"
the hi^td of the whole local system being the
prince. The German Emperor to this day,
as King of Prussia, claims the " summepis-
kopat " over his communion in his dominions.
Luther's sole interest was in the encourage-
ment of personal religion and of doctrines
which he thought were true. The Church,